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Dear MP’s Name

I am writing to you as one of your constituents to share my concerns about the Government’s plan to abolish independent local Healthwatch organisations, including Healthwatch Tameside, in the Health Bill.

Healthwatch Tameside plays a vital role in our area. It provides a completely independent way for people to speak up about their experiences of health and social care. Whether it is struggles with GP access, delays in hospital care, problems with dentistry, or support needs in social care, Healthwatch Tameside listens to local people and makes sure our voices influence decision-making in Tameside.

For more than ten years, Healthwatch Tameside has been trusted to raise issues openly and honestly, including on behalf of people and communities who often go unheard. Its work has shaped services across the borough and ensured that local feedback is taken seriously by the NHS and Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council.

I am worried that bringing this work under the NHS and local authorities will remove the independence that makes it effective. Healthwatch Tameside can currently challenge services and work with them to make them better for us all. If this independence is lost, there is a real risk that people in Tameside, especially those facing the greatest inequalities, will have no trusted route to raise concerns, and that important insight will no longer reach decision-makers.

As my MP, I would ask that you:
· Make direct challenge to the abolition of an independent voice organisation in Tameside
· Seek assurances about how people’s voices will be heard locally, especially for those experiencing inequality.
· Raise these concerns during the Bill’s Parliamentary stages.

Thank you for reading my concerns. I look forward to your response. 

Yours sincerely,
Your Name
